
SHERIDANS RIDE

--The True Story of the Great Turning of Defeat Into Glorious

Victory

iv J D MULLIHAN Co P 19h Pa Cav Webb City Mo

in The National Tribune of June ir

Comrade J H Barney wants to know
where Sheridan was from dawn to day

Oct 16 until 10 a m also statins that
he was seen by Comrade Lanchon 49th
Pa two miles south of Winchester at
daybreak and that he was then only
eight miles from his army

Now as I was one of Gen Sheridans
escort on that memorable day I will
say that Comrade Lanchon must have
been laboring under an optical delu
eion for Sheridan was at Col Edwardss
headquarters in Winchester at that
time History gives the distance from
Winchester to the battlefield of Cedar
Creek as 20 miles but the writers over-
looked

¬

the fact that our army had been
driven back two miles which would
make it about IS miles to the extreme
front or the skirmish So had Gen
Sheridan been really seen at the point
designated by Comrade Lanchon he
would then have been 16 miles from
the field instead of eight as stated by
Comrade Barney But to settle the
matter I will reproduce an article writ-
ten

¬

by- - Maj W H Spera of the 17th
Pa Cav now living at Council Bluffs
Iowa 735 Madison avenue who com-
manded

¬

escort that day Maj Spera
was one of our very best officers he
always saw the bright and also the
comical side of evei7lr J used to
envy him his sunny disposition

Maj SpcraN Narrative
Gen Sheridan was relieved from com-

mand
¬

of the cavalry of the Army of the
Potomac on Aug 1 1SC4 and ordered
to the command of the Middle Mil-
itary

¬

Department which included the
Shenandoah Valley The First and
Third of Cavalry Divisions and the
Sixth Corps of infantry of the Army of
the Potomac were sent to reinforce
Sheridan The cavalry was almost daily
engaged with the enemy who at 3

oclock on the morning of Sept 19 was
attacked across Opequan Creek and
driven thru Winchester when Sheridan
sent the famous We have sent the ene-
my

¬

whirling up the Valley This is
known as the battle cr the Opequan
After this Sheridan held the line of
Cedar Creek and a question arose us to
an advance on Gordonsville as suggest-
ed

¬

in the following dispatch
Washington D C Oct 2 1S64

12mr
Maj Gen Sheridan Lleut Gen Grant

wishes a position taken far enough
south to serve as a base for further
operations upon Gordonsville and Char
lotfcesville It must be strongly fortified
anH provisioned

H W Halleck Major General
Gen Sheridan being acquainted with

the nature of the country would not in-

dorse
¬

this plan but in order to settle it
definitely he was called to Washington
by- - tlni following telegram

Washington October 1S64
Gen Sheridan jf you can come

here a consultation on several impor-
tant

¬

points is extremely desirable I
propose to visit Gen Grant and would
like to see you first

Edwin M Stanton
Secretary of War

A Dlapntcli From Grn Wright
Gen Sheridan determined to go to

Washington by the way of Manassas
Gap to Piedmont and from thence by
rail to Washington On the night of
the 16th he arrived with the cavalry
at Front Royal Here he received a
dispatch from Gen Wright who was
in command of the army in Sheridans
absence

Headquarters Middle Military Divi-
sion

¬

Oct 16 1S64
General I inclose you dispatch

which explains itself If the- - enemy
should be strongly reinforced In cavalry
he might by turning our right give us
a great deal of trouble I shall hold
here until the enemys movements are
developed and shall only fear an at-
tack

¬

on our right which I shall make
every preparation for guarding against
and resisting

Very respectfully your obendient
eervant

H G Wright Major General Com-
manding

¬

Maj Gen P H Sheridan
Inclosure

To Lieut Gen Early
Be ready to move as soon as my

forces join you and we will crush Sheri-
dan

¬

Longstreet Lieutenant General
This message was secured by our Sig

nal Corp- - from the rebel signal flag on
Tree Top Mountain Sheridan had
planned a raid for the cavalry thru
Chester Gap to the Virginia Central
Kail road at Charlottesville but on the
receipt of the above dispatch he aban ¬

doned the raid and ordered the cavalry
back to Gen Wright and sent the fol-
lowing

¬

Headquarters Middle Military Divi-
sion

¬

Front Royal Oct 16 1SC4
General The cavalry is all ordered

back to you Make your position strong
If Longstreets dispatch is true he is
under the impression that we have
largely detached 1 will go over to
Augur and get additional news Close
in Col Powell who will be at that point
If the enemy should make an advance
I know you will defeat him Look well
to your ground and be prepared- - Get
up everything that can be spared I
will bring up all 1 can and will be up
on Tuesday if not sooner

P H Sheridan Major General
Maj Gen Wright commanding Sixth
Corps

The Army SurprlKril
Sheridan armed at Washington on

the morning of the 17th leaving Wash
ington at 12 o clock noun returning by
wpecia train to Martinsburg

During Sheridans absence the enemy
had gathered all his available strength
On the night of the 18th and before
daylight of the 19th he moved from
Fh hers Hill thru the village of Stras
burg across the Shenandoah on the
Strasburg and I ront Royal road re- -

crossing the rier at Bowmans Ford
striking the loft of our line held by Gen
Crook in flank and rear A heavy fog
hung over the Valley completely con ¬

cealing the enemy from view The at-
tack

¬

was made so unexpectedly and
vigorously that outposts were driven in
the camps invaded men bayoneted in
their tents and the position turned The
Jesuit was that our army was driven
back at all points retiring in confusion
to about a mile north of Mlddlctown a
large portion of the infantry not even
preserving a company organization One
division of the Sixth Corps and the cav-
alry

¬

alone formed line against the ene ¬

my This was the condition in which
Sheridan found the army

The Hldr
On the evening of Oct 16 1S64 I was

ordered to proceed from the front
which was then on Cedar Creek at thecrossing of the Valley pike to Martins

burg Va with 200 men of my regi-
ment

¬

the 17th Pa Cav I arrived at
Martinsburg after midnight reporting
to Gen Smvard going into camp near
town Early in the morning of the 18th
I reported to Gen Sheridan for escort
duty the General having arrived from
Washington D C- - during the night and
desired to proceed to the front at once

The party consisted of Gen Sheridan
Cols Thorn and Alexander of the Engi ¬

neer Corps Lieut Col James W For¬

syth Chief of Staff Maj George A For--
yth and Capt Jos OKcefc Aids The

uenpral was riding his black horse
Rienzl My command was reinforced
y 00 remounts commanded by a Lieu-

tenant
¬

The column left Martinsburg about 9
ju m Strong advance and rear guards

and flanks were thrown out at Bunker
Hill 11 miles from Martinsburg The
horses of the command were watered
from a brook running across the pike
arriving at Winchester 22 miles at 5
oclock p in The column moved slow-
ly

¬

Col Alexander being a very heavy
man and Col Thorn being directly the
opposite a regular featherweight neith-
er

¬

of them being accustomed to mount-
ed

¬

service A sharp lookout was kept
for Jving bands of Mosbys guerrillas
who claimed this section of the country
as their field of operations

The General and his staff remained
for the night at post headquarters at
Winchester Va Col Edwards of the
37th Mass being in command of the
post The escort was ordered into
bivouac at Mill Creek or Milltown a
mile south of Winchester with orders
to be in readiness to inarch at 5 a m
next morning At 430 on the morn-
ing

¬

of the 19th Boots and Saddles was
soundrd for the escort Shortly after-
wards

¬

firing was heard in the direction
of the front which was attributed to a
reconnoissance that had been ordered
for that morning tho we could plainly
hear that the firing was coining our
way and if it was due to a rcconnois
sance our troops were certainly getting
the worst of it

Shrriihin Comes Up
About 9 a m Sheridan came riding

leisurely along He inquired of us about
tho firing We replied that we first
heard it between 4 and 5 oclock The
escort moved out with a strong advance
and rear guard and flankers About a
mile south of Milltown the head of a
train was encountered whipping to the
rear also a number of men from the
front giving a difierent Interpretation
to the firing of the morning All trains
coming from and going to ihe front
were ordered into park at Milltown My
command was ordered to form to right
of road Here an officer from the
front was met Col Wood Sheridans
Chief Commissary giving the startling
intelligence that the enemy attacked
early in the morning driving our troops
at every point our left being first at
tacked and driven in confusion every¬

thing captured and the Generals head-
quarters

¬

gone and troops dispersing in
all directions It was plainly to be seen
that the lion in the General was fully
aroused his every action gavt evidence
of quick determined action -

I was ordered to take 20 of my best
men and horses and follow the General
as he intended to move to the front
lively 1 ordered out three sets of fours
from the right Maj Geo A Forsyth
and Capt Jos OKeefe accompanying
the General The remainder of the es-
cort

¬

was ordered to Col James W For
syth who with Cols Thorn and Alex-
ander

¬

were left behind to form a cor-
don

¬

across the country to stop the fugi-
tives

¬

The General struck out at a brisk
pace towards the scene of action At
times the pike was so much crowded
with troops and wagons that the Gen
eral and escort was obliged to take
to the fields over stone walls and
ditches After the greater part of the
wagons had been passed he again took
the road along which crowds of men
were moving They did not seem panic
stricken seeming scarcely to know why
they were going to the rear Groups
were halted preparing rations or get ¬
ting coffee the General occasion-
ally

¬

speaking to them tho never
stopping telling them Face the
other way boys If I had been there
this morning this would not have hap-
pened

¬

but you shall all be in your old
camps before night

Men in groups halted and cheered the
General as he passed and seeing the
great haste with which he was going
lmmeuiaieiy retraced their steps We
passed a group who were busy getting
coffee When they saw the General
they gave three cheers for Sheridan
applied a vigorous kick to their coffee
cups shouldered their guns and faced
the other way

The FImt Halt
The first halt was made near New

town where a Chaplain mounted on a
mule was met The General hailed
him asking him how things looked at
tne tront The Chaplain expressed
himself In a very hopeful manner Oh
everything is lost and gone but it will
be all right when you get there at the
same time pressing the rowels of his
spurs Into the flanks of his mule en
deavoring to get to the rear as rapidly
as possible notwithstanding his confi-
dence

¬

in Sheridan Newtown was so
crowded with fugitives that the Gen
eral was unable to keep the road but
passed to the left of the village As
the General passed officers who were
near the road waved their hats
informing their men that Sheri-
dan

¬
was going to the front

A short distance beyond Newtown
Maj McKinley since President of tho
Lmited States carried the news of Sher
idans arrival The race was headlong
the horses being put to their full speed
and never did General and escort go
over 18 mnes n less t me Shortlv
after leaving Newtown a body of troops
west of the pike had halted Rickettssand Wheatons Divisions of the Sixthcorps A short distance west and in
the rear of those was the Nineteenth
Corps The General did not stop evi ¬
dently desiring to get to the front as
soon as possioie About midway be
tween Newtown and Middletown he
came upon the rear of Gettys Division
of the Sixth Corps west of the pike The
cavalry and this division were the only
troops in position opposing the enemy
more as a rear guard than a line of
battle

Km Torherl
The first officer Sheridan met was

Gen Torbert Chief of Cavalry who
said My God General Im glad youve
come Gettys troops now command ¬

ed by Gen Louis A Grant of the Ver-
mont

¬

Brigade Getty commanding the
bixth Corps were some distance nearly
a mile north of Middletown on a rise
of ground posted behind a rail fence
Barricade

Skirmishing was going on with theenemys pickets Tho General jumped
his horse over the barricade taking off
his cap and waving it Cheer carter cheer
went up from the men who exclaimed
Sheridan lias come Sheridan has

come Sheridan replied Boys well
et the tightest twist on them they ever

saw well get all those camps and can-
non

¬

back The men were wild with
enthusiasm as he rode along the lines
Never before did so much seemingly
depend on one man AH were confident
of success as soon as they heard of
Shermans arrival and indeed with
him alone rested the safety of thousands
of lives and the preservation of hisarmy

A Ilne of Color
A short distance in the rear of Gettys

line were a number of regimental col-
ors

¬

They were the color bearers of
Crooks regiment who had gone to the
rear in the morning the color bcurers
remaining on The field forming in the
rear of Gettys troops It was a line of
color bearers nnd otucers Col R B
Hayes late President of the United
States then commanding a brigade
being among them

Shortly after this Sheridan establish
ed his headquarters on a rise of ground
a short distance north of Gettys line
Here several of his staff joined him one
or them remarking to the General

I fear the battle Is going against us
I suppore Jubal Early lnteifds driving
you out or the valley

What Sheridan exclaimed Three
corps of infantry and all of my cavalry

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE WASHINGTON D C THURSDAY JULY 11 1997

Jubal Early drive mc out of the Valley
Ill lick him like blazes before night
Ill give him the worst licking he ever
had

Ilrfiirmlnc IU Iliu s
After establishing his headouarters lie

began reforming his lines The Nine¬

teenth Corps and the two divisions of
the Sixth Corps which were about two
miles in the rear were ordered to the
front a soon as possible Custers Cav-
alry

¬

vai transferred from the left to
the right Merills Cavalry remaining on
the left The infantry was

on Gettys line Staff officers were
sent to hurry up the two divisions of
the Sixth Corps and the Nineteenth
Corps Finally the General went back
him lf to urge them on as he feared
an attack before his troops would be
in readiness or his line formed

About this time Gen Wright who
had been in command during Sheridans
absence came up giving an account of
the battle in the morning He had
been struck in the chin which was
bleeding considerably his cape which
was torn was bespatterd with blood
Wricht now took command of his eorp-
the Sixth and Getty returned to his
division By this time a formidable
body of men stood ready to dispute the
advance of the victory flushed foe I or
over two hours there was a lull in the
battle Stragglers were rapidly return-
ing

¬

to their commands Troops were
going into position as rapidly as cir ¬

cumstances would permit They felt
that they were acting under a master
hand Sheridan went east of the pike
to observe the movements of the enemy
where he saw them preparing for the
attack He Sheridan rode along the
entire front of the infantry line of bat-
tle

¬

hat in hand and from the cheering
the enemy must have thought that our
army had been heavily reinforced

The Itile Ilcnewe
Soon after the enemy could be seen

moving to the attack from a point on
Sheridans left Corps commanders were
at once notified of the movement The
assault was principally on that part of
the line occupied by the Nineteenth
Corps It being not now taken by sur-
prise

¬

it gallantly repulsed the enemy
Thank God for that said Sheri-

dan
¬

Tell Gen Emory if they attack
him again to go after them and follow
them Well get a good twist on them
the tightest one they ever saw

Sheridan delayed tne general attacic
for a time until the greater part of the
men who had gone to the rear in the
morning had returned About this time
a report came in that Longstreet was
coming to the support of Early march
ing on the left or Sheridan on the Itoiu
Royal pike getting to the rear of our
army

This caused some uneasiness and
gave color to the dispatch Be ready to
move as soon as my force reaches you
and we will crush Sheridan

About 4 p m the order went out
The whole line will advance The Nine-

teenth
¬

Corps will move in connection
with the Sixth the right of the Nine
teenth will swing toward the left

The attack was gallantly made The
enemy sought protection behind stone
fences and rail breastworks making a
very determined resistance but Gen
Sheridan had formed a compact mass
of men across the pike Custer on the
extreme right to harass and worry the
enemy until Sheridan should create a
panic with the remainder of the line
This plan so simple in its conception
worked like a charm was successful be-
yond

¬

all expectation The enemys left
overlapped Sheridans right and taking
advantage of this turned the overlap
ping on the flank causing a slight con-
fusion

¬

in Sheridans line This was
however quickly righted by a counter-
charge

¬

of Gen McMillans Brigade into
the angle thus formed and the Hanking
party of the enemy wag cut off with
both flanks in the air Custer coming
up from Middle Marsh Brook formed
for the charge While his lines were
forming he rode up to Sheridan throw-
ing

¬

his arms around his neck while
riding at furious speed His gallant
troopers drawing saber hurled the en
tire red necktie division on the rebel
left sabering without mercy and
trampling them under foot

The boy General with golden locks
even out Custered Custer At the same
time the whole line was going forward
in fine style driving everything before
it The enemy on some parts of the
line was strongly posted behind stone
fences and trees but proving of little
avail The Sixth Corps sprang forward
as if shot from the cannons mouth the
other corps vieing in impetuosity By
this time Crooks command had been
reorganized and they went forward
with a hearty good will fully proving
that the reverses of the morning were
no fault of theirs It seemed scarcely
credible that the men who were beaten
in the morning were the same who
charged so splendidly in the afternoon

The Karmy Kirch h Iliril
The enemy was not idle They open

ed upon the charging column with 50
pieces of artillery and shells were hurl-
ed

¬

with terrible precision into the solid
mass of advancing infantry The Fed ¬

eral batteries were nobly doing their
duty Over the hills and up the pike the
blue closely pressed the gray Sheridan
seeing a battery favorably posted turn
ed to one of his Aids saying Ride
down to Capt and tell him to lire
faster The message was delivered
and the detonations were without in
terval Once and only once did our men
falter and that was when subjected to
a murderous lire from behind a stone
fence A hearty cheer from the line
and the Johnnies were on the run tho
not ail of them the ground was cov
ered with dead and dying The enemy
now became a miserable rabble throw
ing away their arms and everything to
get away trom their pursuers

Custer crossed Cedar Creek at a ford
west of the pike and Devin east of the
pike Just before dark pressed the rout
ed mass of the enemy into their strong
position at Msners mil The cavalry
were busy all night in securing the
trophies of the battle The road from
Cedar Creek to Fishers Hill a distance
of about throe miles was a perfect Jam
of ambulances artillery caissons andwagons An officer of the Second Bri
gade First Cavalry Division rode up to
Sheridans headquarters when the fol
lowing dialog ensued

Officer General I have come to ask
for a brigade of infantry to hold the
captured artillery of which I believe
we have at least 20 pieces

Sheridan I dont believe It Who
are you

Officer I am Capt L B Britton of
the 1st N V Dragoons Second Bri-
gade

¬

First Division D n if I dont
believe we have over 40 pieces

Sheridan Captain you shall have
two brigades Can any of my staff give
this officer anything to drink

Officer Wfll General that would
suit me bully

Custer coming up reported his great
success Sheridan caught him In hisarms and both danced around for joy
Other general officers came in eacli In
turn reporting his successes showing
that the victory was complete and what
in the morning looked so dark was now
turned into splendid victory Rations
were short and supply trains 20 miles in
the rear but who cared for rations
w e were not hungry Doubtless had we
been defeated we should have been af¬
flicted with a voracious appetite

The Xrl Tiny
Daylight showed that the enemys

transportation and artillery was In our
hands They left everything behind in
their flight their dead unburied and
their wounded uncared for This battle
ended campaigning in the Shenandoah
Valley The Confederate Government
had lost all confidence in Early Gen
Leus bad old man Artillery from
Richmond was sent to this department
labeled To Gen Phil Sheridan via
Jubal Early From May 5 1SC4 to
April 9 1865 the day on which the
Army of Northern Virginia surrendered
Sheridans command captured 205 bat-
tle

¬

flags all In open field fightin- - nry
as many as all of the armie sof the

United States combined sent tp the War
Department during the rcbeljion The
number of field pieces captured In the
came period was 170 alfn open field
lighting In the Valley 13000 prioners
were captured j

Joy lo the Country
When the news of the victory at Cedar

Creek was received in Washington the
President at once thanked the1 army in
an autograph letter

Executive Mansion
Washington Oct 2l 1S64

Maj Gen Sheridan With pleasure I
tender you and your brave army the
thanks of the Nation and my own per ¬

sonal admiration and gratitude for the
months operations in the Shenandoah
Valley and especially for the splendid
work of Oct 19 1S64

Your obedient servant
Abraham Lincoln

Several weeks after this Sheridan re-
ceived

¬

a special letter from the Secre-
tary

¬

of War stating That for the per-
sonal

¬

gallantry military skill just con
fidence in tho courage and patriotism of
your troops displayed by you on the
19th day of October at Cedar Run
whereby under the blessing of Provi-
dence your routed army was reorgan
ized and a great National disaster
averted and a brilliant victory achieved
over the rebels for the third time in
pitched battle within 30 days Philip H
Sheridan is appointed a Major General
in the United States Army

On receipt of the news at City Point
Amry Headquarters of Sheridans vic-
tory

¬

Gen Grant ordered a salute of
100 guns lo be fired

The XeiVH Item lien Ken Grant
Gen Horace Porter in his campaign-

ing
¬

with Grant says At 3 oclock in
the afternoon of Oct 20 1864 Gen
Grant was sitting at his tablein his tent
writing letters Several members of his
staff who were at headquarters at the
time were seated in front of the tent
discussing some anticipated movement
The telegraph operator came across the
camp ground hurriedly stepped into the
Generals quarters and handed him a
dispatch He read It oyer and then
came lo the tront of tne tent put on a
very grave look and said to the mem-
bers

¬

of the staff Ill read you what I
just received from Sheridan We were
an eager to hear the news tior we ten
that the telegram was of importance
The General began to read the dispatch
In a very solemn tone It was dated 10
p m the night before

I have the honor to report that my
army at Cedar Creek was attacked this
morning before daylight and my left
driven in confusion in fact most of my
line was turned and driven in confusion
with the loss of 20 pieces of artillery I
hastened from Winchester where I was
on- - my way from Washington and join-
ed

¬

the armv between Middletown and
Newtown having been driven back
about four miles Thats pretty bad
isnt it

A melancholy chorus replied Its too
bad too bad

Now just wait until I read you the
rest of it added the General with a
perceptible twinkle in his eye He then
went on reading more rapidly I here
took the affair in hand and quickly
united the corps formed a compact line
of battle just in time to repulse an at-
tack

¬

of the enemy whiqhl jjs hand-
somely

¬

done at about 2p mj At 4 p
m after some changes qf te cavalry
from the left to the rigjfji flank I at-
tacked

¬

with great vigor djving and
routing the enemy capturing according
to last reports 43 pieces of artillery and
very many prisoners Xfi not know
the number of casualties Jorhe losses
of the enemy Wagon strains ambu-
lances

¬

and caissons in Targe numbers
are in our possession They also burn
ed some of their train Affairs at
times looked bad but uvvtlejr gallantry
of our brave officers anmen disaster
has been converted into SspUjhdid vic-
tory

¬

Darkness again intervened to shut
off greater results By thlstime our
men had rallied from their dejection
and were beside themselves with de-
light

¬

f
Gen Sherman said We have heard

of Gen Sheridans great victory at
ueaar creeK we cant afford to burn
powder but our men can make it up
in yening wnicn is just as good

During the day of the battle dis
patches were received In the tqwn where
oen bhendan s mother lived A neieh
bor of the old lady informed her of the
news that the Generals army was at-
tacked

¬

driven back and completely
routed Such was the confidence in her
son that she steadfastlv refused to he
lleve it but dispatch after dispatch was
received confirming the report At last
she was forced to bellcva the unwel
come news Well if the armv is do
feated and driven back I am sure Philip
wasnt there

A VETERANS MEMORIES

Vlxionn of Miuhly Men inn Thlnx or the
rnJ That Sneep Ilc fore III Kye

The veteran of 61 to 65 finds it no
hard task to bridge over the more than
40 years since lie was part of the great
host in that mighty contest

What a medley of contrasted scenes
flash before him storm and calm times
of danger and fatigue hard roads and
hard fare offset by good roads and
sunshine or jolly times around the blaz-
ing

¬
camp fire

And how easily we bring in review
the heroic Commanders

Little Mac ono of the most grace-
ful

¬

riders in the Army and dont you
remember my boy how carefully he
returned your salute as he rode over
the corduroy road thru Chickahominv
Swamp

Red shirt leather belt and the fa-
mous

¬

Burnside Cut Brave frank un-
fortunate

¬

Burnside meeting his most
notable defeat not because of shriek ¬

ing shells or whistling bullets but sim-
ply

¬

mud and how it did rain
Just from a band box sash white

gloves not a speck on his natty uni- -
torni nut nravo withal the saver of
Little Round Top Warren

Broad shoulders cheery smile car¬
ing as little for fuss and feathers as
the Old Man himself you cannot for-
get

¬
Johnny Sedgwick

Tall straight as an arrow every inch
a soldier and a scholar as well the idol
of his men and dearly beloved by his
Chief we hardly need write the name
of James 15 MePherson

They marshal themselves as the an ¬
cient worthies did before the writer of
Hebrews and Time would fail us
were we to sketch in the- - briefest way
Pap Thomas- - Uncle Billy and many

more that clamor for recognition Most
of these have passed oiwbntiwe cannot
help greeting this gray bearded veteran
who still remains umtiowhose empty
sleeve bears mute witness to his valor
O O Howard

From the rest of Jje throng two
stand out clearly not bepaije they were
separate from their tbrejhren but

from qualities that rrjarkfjd them as
leaders very unlike veftjnJLl alike

jumv iit mi iuii angular diguie loom- -
ing above the crowd and at this other
of medium hight

i frame
more

I than

but with a compact
and sturdv bearing that savor

of John Bull than Brother Jona- -

Again in their
eral literature the

i mirkod

trfdefow
iitrUst is

ard gen- -
fully as

From Lincolns earlysurroundings it
j seems a far cry to a mlister of English
jorto one inclined toward poetry or art
I and yet his common spfcccfl is so clear
cut that it is hardly possible to mis¬

understand him and his inaugural ad- -
dresses show rare poetic instinct

Everett the ripe scholar and polish-
ed

¬

orator came to Gettysburg bringing
his oration Pitted against him was the
Rail Splitter from Illinois but the lat- -
ter won out

j To Grant all this was utterly foreign
a clear writer as his dispatches prove
beyond question but caring as little for
general literature as for music

I In regard to music an amusing storj
is told In substance that the leader of
headquarters band in tho midst of a
difficult number received word from
readquarters that the Chief wanted it
quiet Small wonder that the music- -
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SENATOR JOHN W DANIEL

One of he IcsxlMe Nominee liy he
Cotulnc Iletuoeratle National Ccaien
Ilon
Thro is in unmistakable trend

among Democrats of light and lcal
ing in favor of the scicctHn cf Sen ¬

ator John W Daniel of Virginia for
the party standard bearer next year
Looked at from the ground of avail ¬

ability no man so far lnurtioucd has
more attractiveness as a candidate Ilis
nomination would be to return tho
old safe and sane practices of the De-
mocracy

¬

by which It attained success
and made creditable history for the
country There has been the develop ¬

ment of a strong feeling in the South
that it was time that the steady and
unfailing devotion of that section to the
Democracy were rewarded by a nomi ¬

nation and the justice of this claim is
recognized by the Northern Democratic

BmHt 29SETioi

JOHN W

leaders The South has not had a can-
didate

¬

of the Democratic Party for the
Presidency since Polk was nominated
in 1844 or 63 years ago It is true that
in I860 Breckinridge ran but this was
on a factional ticket and he was not the
nominee of the Democratic Party as a
whole

In the first place Senator Daniel is
a Virginian and has represented his
great State in the Senate of the United
States for 23 years He is one of tho
few Senators North and Soutli of whom
everyhody has heard and knows what
State he hails from The ordinarily
Avell lnformed man would not be able
to name probably one half of the Sen-
ators

¬

nor say what States they ¬

but every man knows as well
that Virginia is represented by John W
Daniel as he knows that Ohio is rep-
resented

¬

by Foraker South Carolina by
Tillman and Illinois by Cullom Unde-
niable

¬

ability unquestioned integrity
and absolute fidelity to his duties have
won his place in that brilliant but small

loving German retired from the stand
muttering Vot a man

Lincoln was a ready talker Grant
the most reticent of men

In the ease of Grant the Simpson
blood was stronely in evidence Behind
those set lips his plans of
were as secure from friend or foe as if
they were at the bottom of the sea

Unlike surely but looking a little
deeper you find they had much In com-
mon

¬

In pretty close touch in their early
surroundings but both could swing an
axe and botli had more or less of pio-
neer

¬

experience
Plain men Lincoln was open to the

humblest having no desire for the trap ¬

pings of royalty and any one looking
for Grant in the field would be almost
sure to pass that little wall tent and go
to the great one just beyond but they
would fall in their quest for that plain-
ly

¬

dressed officer in the small tent was
the Great Captain

Honest to the core you smile at the
story of Lincolns keeping the balance
due the Government froii his little P
O in the old stocking yet it was a
good index of the man and while Grant
suffered from the dishonesty of others
liis own character was above suspicion

The time called for courage and
neither was found wanting

Lincoln presenting his Emancipation
Proclamation to his Cabinet simply
saying that he was not asking for con ¬

sent to issue only for advice as to de-

tails
¬

is an heroic figure and Grants
action in dropping down between two
great armies and cutting loose from his
base or keeping his poise in the terrible
Wilderness has in it the same essential
quality

But in that time of stress no spas ¬

modic energy would avail it must have
in it the element of hold fast and
while showing itself in different guise
grim tenacity was a dominant trait in
each

Lincoln listened patiently to those
who differed with him but when his
mind was made up die held his course
thru storm and calm

So with Grant I propose to fight it
out on this line if it takes all Summer
As the lightning flash reveals the land-
scape

¬

in that incisive dispatch the old
man wrote his biography in a sentence

Again we find the closest agreement
in their entire devotion to the Union

It is no meaningless phrase to sav
that it was A time that tried mens
souls

Not all stood the test Some went
over to the enemy others tried the

but never successful ex ¬

periment of serving two masters
Still again there were those who gave

lukewarm service but these gave them ¬

selves without stint
Others might fail and be discour-

aged
¬

but they never turned their back
to the foe meeting the perplexing prob-
lems

¬

that came with each new day with
unfailing patience and unswerving loy-
alty

¬

The story of the great struggle is al
mest ancient history to our children
and will become less distinct as the years
go by but as the historian of the fu-
ture

¬

looks over the records of that time
while he may give scant attention to
the iccoi Is of many a soul he
cannot fail to note these two figures
moving in the thick of the conflict
brave strong and true

The contending forces sway back aiTl
forth It is no childs play but how ¬

ever great cr the hardship
from these two there is but one note
and that so clear and incisive that
many a timid one almost icady to fall
out hearing rallies and goes on

Before both President Lincoln and
Gen Grant a realized fact to their

circle of Senators who are held to be
Senators in fact

John Warwick Daniel was born In
Lyncbliirg Va Sept S 1S42 and was
in college when Virginia decided to se¬

cede He immediately entered the Con ¬

federate Army in the Stonewall Brigade
as a re1 nil Lieutenant and was wound ¬

ed at the first null Run He was next
Adjutant of the 11th Va and was
wounded at Boonsboro Md Gen Ju ¬

bal A Early tooli a great fancy to him
and made him his Chief of Staff with
the rank of Major in which capacity he
s vcd until terribly wounded in the
battle of the Wilderness from the ef¬

fects of which he still suffers his life
being one of constant pain and a crutch
necessary at all times for him to go
about After the war he entered the
practice of tho law attracted attention
by his talents and his writings on legal
subjects was sent to the legislature
became the Democratic nominee for
Governor but was defeated by the Read- -
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SENATOR DANIEL

repre-
sented

campaign

prolonged

juster candidate and entered the House
of Representatives of the 49th Con-
gress

¬

Three years later he was elected
to the Senate to succeed William Ma
hone and has been kept constantly in
the upper House ever since - His term
will expire March 3 1911 Senator Dan-
iel

¬

represents the best traditions of the
old Democracy and in that way would
be highly acceptable to tho Conserva-
tive

¬

Democrats of the North He op-
posed

¬

as dishonest the Readjuster cam-
paign

¬

m Virginia and this firm stand
on the side of absolute honesty good
faith and square dealing has characteri-
zed

¬
every act of his life He was

against Free Silver As an orator of
high rank a man of warm genial tem-
perament

¬

who attracts all that come
near him as a representative of the
best traditions of the Southern De-
mocracy

¬

he would make a candidate
that the Democratic National Conven-
tion

¬

could not improve upon seek
where they would thru the whole coun-
try

¬

abounding faith was the vision of a
Nation across whose flag slavery could
never more be written and- - in their
heart of hearts they could take up the
noble stanza of George Eliot

Tis an assured good to seek the
noblest

Tis your only good since you have
seen it

For that higher vision poisons all
meaner choice forevermore

Wm Gray U S Engineers Boston
Mass

Lost lllschrse
David C Marshall who served under

the name of Charles W Sanders had
his discharge lost or stolen in Boston in
August 1S65 He served in Co H 3d
N H and would like if anvone
has knowledge of such that they will
communicate with him at Ethel Ark
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The nronklj n Nnvy Yard
The veterans employed in the Brook-

lyn
¬

Navy Yard represent that as tho
appropriation for this year is running
low there has been a suspension of
work and in this there is no attention
paid to the preference given by Con-
gress

¬

to the employment of veterans
They are dropt before the others Nor
is there any attention paid to another
act giving all employes 13 days vaca-
tion

¬

An Epitaph for Win
Wm Pond S t Prospect Court Wau ¬

kesha Wis believes that there should
he a monument erected to Wirz and
suggests that it be painted black with
the following epitaph in bronze
Here lies beneath this clod
An enemy to the laws of God
Who enjoyed the sufferings of others

so well
That he was sent to the lowest hell

The Lincoln Farm
Chapin Post Buffalo N Y has ap-

pointed
¬

a committee with Commander
Chas A Orr as Chairman to take ac-

tion
¬

with regard to purchasing the
farm in Kentucky on which Lincoln was
born It is intended to convert the
property into a park

The 1st Mil

Levi Montgomery Baltimore Md
says that he belonged to the 1st Md
and he would like to hear from any or
all of his old comrades of that regi-
ment

¬

and the Army of the James Ha
is very lonesome and hopes the boys
will write soon

TWO GRAND NEW SONGS
Daybreak at Appomattox

Words by Thomas Calver
Music by George H Lillibridge

We Have Drank from the Same
Canteen

Words by Chas G Halplne
Music by George II Lillibridge

Every soldier every soldiers descend ¬

ant and every patriot should have a
copy of these songs Price 25 cents
each Address

GEO IT LILLIBRIDGE
922 O SL N W Washington D C
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DONT BE BALD
Wompn liat balriheaded men anvoue can faavs

masnllirent lialr Will yon pay for hair Kilaranteed T
Semi as- - see what you cet fre LAWRENCE
balr expert 213 Wallace IMillailelphia

SOLDIERS ATTENTION
10000 Homestead to he riven to settlers In

Tripp County rt I Thess landi are very valuable
ior inn iiworniauon write uivruujn uuixAIlaTKACT CO Uouosteel S D inclosing stamp
for reply
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Epilepsy Its only sure trettment I Insure
an entire and rapid cure to stay cured for life
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isGynii33r Law Blank implications
For the convenience of those who wish blank forms of applica-

tion
¬

under the act of Feb 6 1907 McCumber Service Pension law
The National Tribune has printed such blanks We will furnish
these blanks at the following price
ijllllc Ulcllllv tp tUj
X IIJ cc UldiliYo LU

One dozen blanks 30
One hundred blanks 200

Address The National Tribune Washington D C

Wiiliam iofymsy
The Xational Trihune has some copies remaining of a hook et exceptional

Interest uesuty and value which in a few years may become an alit yrjceles j
memento It is the Ilfc of William McKinley gotten up with unususU rifta
nera by a prominent Xew York publishing house It is a thin book of extra
quarto size printed on extra heavy plated paper and embellished with a very
great number of pictures executed in the most artistic maimer The frontis-
piece

¬

is a three color process portrait of the late President so well done that
it has almost the value of an oil painting There are other full page color
pictures through the book and a great number of half tone portraits of Mc-

Kinley
¬

at various ages in the army and in civil life of his father and mother
and other relatives members of the Cabinet and snap shots of the President in
ills great meetings receptions and other distinguished eccaslcrs of his Presi-
dential

¬

career The series of pictures concludes with a number of photographs
of the funeral scenes beginning with a picture of the hou e in Buffalo Jn which
he died tho arrival of the remains at Washington the imposing ceremonies m
the National Capitol and the final interment at his home in Canton There
are nearly 00 of these superb photograph with four full pages in color The
letter press include a life of the President extracts from his speeches mes ¬

sages to Congress proclamations and other State papers All this is printed in
large clear type upon tho finest quality of paper and so handsomely bound as
lo make a fitting ornament for a center table or library It will hardly bo Ions
until this book Is in great demand by collectors of rare and valuable contribu ¬

tions to American history
Any comrade subscribing for The Xational Tribune can secure The Lifft

of William McKinley by sending 30 cents additional to pay for packing- and
express charges on this hook

OniJEIX BLANK
Inclosed find 150 payment of a years subscription to THE NATIONAL

TRIEUXE and for the Life of Wm McKinley Both book and paper are to
be sent postpaid

Postoflice

AddrcssTIIE NATIONAL T1UBUNE Wablngtou 1 C


